MAKING THE EARTH GLOBAL

Jesuits on Board

A Reasoned Bibliography on the
Early Modern Jesuit Trans-
Oceanic Sailing Experiences

TN no.3, Version 1, Lisbon 8 July 2020

David Salomoni

RUTTER Technical Notes Series
ISSN 2184-7630


https://www.rutter-project.org/technical-notes.html
https://www.rutter-project.org/technical-notes.html

ERC RUTTER PROJECT

RUTTER Technical Notes are research materials and studies resulting from the activities of
members of the Project RUTTER—Making the Earth Global. Although their primary aim is to assist
in the various tasks of the RUTTER Team, they are made public in the spirit of academic
collaboration and sharing. RUTTER Technical Notes are non-periodic and will cover topics as
diverse as the ones that interest the international and multidisciplinary Project’s team. The main
objective of the RUTTER Project is to write a narrative of the scaling up of a scientific description
of the earth in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and how it grew out of the lived experience
of travelling and observing the earth in long-distance sea voyages. It aims at radically improving
our present knowledge of the historical processes that led to the formation of global concepts about
the earth. The RUTTER Project is the ERC-funded Project “RUTTER—Making the Earth Global:
Early Modern Rutters and the Construction of a Global Concept of the Earth” (ERC Advanced
Grant 833438; IR: Henrique Leitao, Faculdade de Ciéncias, University of Lisbon).

FC Ciéncias
ULisboa

The RUTTER project has received funding from the European Research Council (ERC) under the
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme (grant agreement No. 833438).

© ERC RUTTER Project 2020

Citation:

Salomoni, David. 2020. “Jesuits on Board A Reasoned Bibliography on the Early Modern Jesuit Trans-
Oceanic Sailing Experiences.” RUTTER Technical Notes 3. Lisbon: ERC RUTTER Project, University of
Lisbon. doi: 10.6084/m9.figshare.12624170


https://erc.europa.eu/

JESUITS ON BOARD

Contents

1. INTRODUCTION
1.1 State of Research
1.2 Research Goals
1.3 Description of the Material
2. SELECTED LITERATURE ON JESUIT MISSIONS AND TRAVELS
2.1 Jesuits at Sea
2.2 Jesuits at the Missions (Education, Culture, Communication, Politics)
2.3 Jesuits and (Colonial) Science
2.4 General Works and Published Sources
3. JESUIT REPORTS, HISTORIES, TREATIES AND TRAVEL ACCOUNTS
3.1 16th Century
3.2 17th Century
3.3 18th Century
4. TRAVEL ACCOUNTS FROM OTHER RELIGIOUS ORDERS
5. NON-RELIGIOUS TRAVEL ACCOUNTS

6. ON-LINE RESOURCES



ERC RUTTER PROJECT
1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 State of Research

As is well known, over the last thirty years scholarly research on the Jesuit role in the
shaping of the early modern global world has been enormously successful. The
bibliography on this vast topic has become a Mare Magnum in which sometimes it is not
easy to orient. The presence of the Society of Jesus in various parts of the world following
the commercial, territorial and political expansion of the Iberian monarchies of Portugal
and Castile first, and later of the French one, has been approached from the most varied
perspectives. In this regard, the point of view of the governing centres of imperial and
missionary policies (Lisbon, Madrid, Rome, Paris) has been studied. The same thing
happened with the point of view of the peripheries as autonomous decision-making and/or
pressure centres (Goa, Macau, Manila, Lima, Mexico City) with respect to European
capitals. In addition to these approaches, the great protagonists of the Jesuit missions,
Matteo Ricci, Francis Xavier, Alonso Sanchez, Alessandro Valignano, just to name a few
among the most important, have also been deeply studied (Po-Chia Hsia, 2010). Other
studied aspects of the missionary activities of the Jesuits concern the intellectual and
spiritual education of the Fathers before leaving for and after their arrival to the missions,
and the foundation of new colleges within the missionary contexts. Nor have been
neglected in this list of topics the interactions between the Society and the complex reality
of the Catholic Reformation, both in Europe and in other continents. Important researches
have been made about the Jesuit entanglements with the European monarchies, as also
about the political and intellectual interaction with the ancient states and empires that the
Society of Jesus found upon its arrival in Asia. Recently, one theme that has aroused great
interest is that of the Indipetae letters, with which the aspiring missionaries applied to leave
for the Indies. These studies have opened important insights into the history of emotions
and psychology.

As we can grasp from these few lines, almost every aspect of the preparation,
establishment, and execution of Jesuit missions in the four corners of the globe has been
probed. Nonetheless, there is one aspect of the Jesuit role in the shaping of the early modern
global world that struggles to find an independent role as an object of study. This aspect is
the overall experience of the Jesuits on board ships that would take them to their
destinations. Despite the existence of some important contributions (Plattner, 1952;
Brockey, 2001, 2002, 2007; Tempere: 2010, 2011, 2012, 2014) this moment of the Jesuit
missionary experience has been often treated as an inevitable and fairly obvious detail.
Among the few existing studies within this domain, however, we find Liam Brockey’s in-
depth research on the role of the Jesuits in the Portuguese Carreira da India and their
presence in the Chinese Empire until the 18th century. Brockey’s studies have opened
interesting glimpses into the Fathers’ ocean crossing experiences. For instance, Brockey
studied the rules set out by the Society for the behaviour that the Fathers were supposed to
observe during navigation. These rules covered every aspect of the missionaries’ lives:
spirituality, health, nutrition, interpersonal relationships (Brockey, 2007). Another aspect
taken into account by Brockey relates to the material on-board life of the Jesuits sailing
towards the East. The first important aspect of the sea voyage, indeed, concerned the pure
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biological subsistence of the individual. Travelling for months across the ocean was
potentially a very dangerous experience. The death rate among young missionaries
embarked for Asia or the Americas was about 50% (Brockey, 2007). Travelling meant
suffering. As other historians have pointed out, the threats during navigation could be of
various kinds: meteorological disasters, epidemics, lack of supplies and conflicts with other
ships, indigenous peoples or even within the crew were not uncommon (Bonnichon, 1999;
Tempere, 2011). The consequences in emotional, psychological, and spiritual terms are
evident if we consider the young age of many of those missionaries and the incomplete
education they were given at the time of departure.

Another historian who has dealt with the Jesuit presence aboard ships is the French
historian Delphine Tampere. In her studies, Tampere has stressed the standardized
character of Jesuit written sources, a typical feature of the Ignatian Society (Tampere, 2012).
This character can also be found in the reports of the missionaries on board ships bound
for the Indies. A sacralization of the maritime space through pastoral and missionary action
on the ship, as it has been observed, did not consider the sea, at least not immediately, as a
natural element. Inside many sources reporting travel maritime experience the ocean
remained a symbol of irrationality and chaos. The theological and moral reference was
always the struggle between God and the Devil in which people on board (sailors, soldiers,
servants, simple passengers, and the missionaries themselves) were involved (Pérez
Mallaina, 2005). These elements are also typical of the Jesuit rhetoric in letters of candidacy
for the mission (before the voyage) and in letters from the mission (after the voyage).

In addition to the research conducted by Brockey and Tampere, there are few other
studies that have dealt more specifically with the ‘Jesuits on-board’ topic. Among these it is
worth noting the works concerning the presence on board of other religious orders and
even nuns (Owens, 2017). Such perspective can be useful for a comparative approach. Other
interesting aspects that have been recently explored relate to Jesuit theatre on the ships
(Moura, 2017), and to the Mediterranean and Atlantic Jesuit geopolitical networks (Borja
Medina, 1995; Martinez-Serna, 2009; Clines, 2016). However, broadly speaking, these
contributions focus always on limited topics, or relate to specific time spans, or are
subordinated to other broader research themes. This brings us to the next paragraph, where
I will address the goal of this reasoned bibliography. My effort is oriented at producing a
first general narrative of the transoceanic on-board experience of the Jesuits during the early
modern age.

1.2 Research Goals

Despite the importance of the above-mentioned works in illuminating the Jesuit navigation
experience, this topic struggles to find an autonomous dimension. In other words, the
historical phenomenon of Jesuits’ oceanic navigation experiences should be addressed not
only as linked to the military, commercial and cultural expansion of single European
powers (Portugal, Spain, France), geo-political areas (Iberian World, Catholic World), or
directed towards specific areas of the world (Asia, Africa, North or South America), but as
a global phenomenon, including every area of the world, spanning over a long period of
time, at least from the 16 to the 18™ century. The experience of ocean navigation during
this period had a tremendous impact on world history (Elliott, 2006). In this story, the
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Society of Jesus played a leading role thanks to its influence on the various fields of culture
and politics. Between the 16th and 18th centuries, the Jesuit presence on board ships
contributed decisively to the transformation of the Western conception of the oceans from
mythical places (almost “non-places”, to use a contemporary definition), into spaces of
collective historical awareness and community. The Jesuits’ own creation of long-distance
networks (which ranged from the coasts of Europe to those of Canada, Mexico, Brazil,
Argentina, both sides of Africa, India, the Philippines, China and Japan) came to influence
the contents, the structures, as well as the educational and institutional models of
knowledge (Harris, 1996).

The scientific field is important in this process, and the sources require careful analysis.



